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Managing our churchyard - traditionally

One of the glories of Ellerton Priory church isétese relationship with the surrounding ings larege of the Lower
Derwent Valley - one of the most protected and mmvhentally sensitive landscapes in Britain. Butiediately around
the church is another, smaller landscape of impogan its own right: the churchyard. Ellerton athward is not only the
setting for the church, but is also a SchedulediéridMonument - part of the site of the mediaevith&tine priory - and
has been used for burials since at least the dmitecentury.

A small part of the churchyard to the east of therch (the close-mown area to the right of the)gat&irly modern and
is still used regularly for burials. The remaingethe ancient burial ground, for many years abaedalong with the
church building. By the late 1990s, most of theds¢anes had disappeared under a dense growthroblasand ivy. A
jungle of elders had caused parts of the 1848 tlyard wall to collapse along the north and westioiawies.

Hand-in-hand with the restoration and conservatiotihe building has gone a programme to reclaimetieent
churchyard, and to manage it in a way which respggicharacter and acknowledges the yearly cyfalatre. Enormous
effort by volunteers has banished the bramblesetdets, the brick walls have been re-built, reghaed largely re-
pointed, and the fallen gravestones have beentr&se gates are soon to be installed betweendhd side of the
church and Abbey Garth - the huge field surroundivegsite on three sides. Interesting grasslanat pammunities,
unusual lichens, fungi and a modest range of asianad birds already flourish in this sheltered esate. The trustees
hope to encourage more to colonise through api@pniaditional management.

One of the aims will be to reduce the dominanceeofain hardy grasses by impoverishing the fertditthe soil through

a combination of cutting at the right time of theay and sheep-grazing in the autumn. For theilasof six years, the hay
has been cut in mid-July. In future this may beeased to two cuts, followed by the Hebridean she¢ake advantage of
the ‘aftermath’ grazing when the vegetation hasvered - as well as providing entertainment forvasitors.

To diversify the character of the churchyard anidagice the setting of the church even more, twatresgs have been
planted to replace huge trees visible in early pn@phs, but long-since felled, and a vigorous ftargliose - the lovely
rosa Mulliganii - has been planted against a south-facing wall.

Getting plastered - theinside story

For many years, Ellerton Priory church had largeso the roof and no windows. The weather washibe same
inside the building as it was outside - no jokesanh an exposed site. Substantial parts of thetateiwere more-or-less
permanently wet. Fortunately the building was catgly re-roofed about six years ago, since whéastgradually dried
out, but the action of salts migrating from theidgymasonry has blown much of the plaster off titernal walls. All the
perished plaster has now been hacked-off by votust@nd the trustees have asked Peter Bakertistread traditional
craftsman-plasterer living in York, to repair timernal surfaces - starting with the chancel aedetid walls of the nave.

So far, Peter has spent about seven days at thehclgradually building-up the missing areas iteast three layers of
plaster made from coarse sand and lime putty. Egeh is allowed to dry very gently before the niexadded, and the
process cannot be rushed. The final coat will maghlosely as possible the finish of the 1840fasarwhere it has
survived and the walls will then be given four coat creamy limewash. This may sound very laboriowEn age of DIY
and instant ‘make-overs’, but ancient buildings dadhrespect and really good repair and conservatwk takes care
and time. Traditional lime plaster covered withdwash will allow the structure to breathe and miove way that
modern plasters and paints will not, and give dityuaf light just right for our magnificent staideglass windows.

An old-fashioned tribute



Stephen Warburton, the first Secretary of the ElleiChurch Preservation Trust, was a lifelong amtigsiastic ‘church-
crawler’. Although he loved exploring churches dingir contents for their own sake, his particuldish was for the
seventeenth, eighteenth and early-nineteenth gentemorials that so often pepper their walls. Hs i#rigued by their
design and their often witty or surprising image#le valued them as records of social history arastimportantly, he
loved their language. He would spend happy hoursig@ver (and smiling at) those long, high-flowpitaphs which
describe very ordinary people in terms of the nteogsh and unlikely perfection - especially wheritten in latin.

Before his death last year he asked that he mighéimembered at Ellerton Priory, and many of yotelantributed
generously toward his memorial fund. A handsome un@ent has now been commissioned and will be iestdlefore
the end of the year. True to the spirit of Ellertibinas been designed and is being made by a giio8tephen’s friends
working in collaboration: Peter Coates, Peter Mailiarold Gosney and Phil Thomas. Carved from logegen
Westmorland slate and creamy Yorkshire limestantakes the form of a Classical wall-tablet andiporates discreet
symbols of the natural world (earth water and sy of the intellectual life Stephen valued so miitik practical
relationship with the land is shown by carving$isf spade and fork, and the whole is crowned witbrEion (he grew
fine onions, shallots and leeks) - exactly the lohdffectionate, ridiculous detail which delighteidn on old memorials.

The long epitaph has a distinctly eighteenth cerfiavour, and on the predella (the shallow pan¢hea base) are carved
the closing words of Virgil's thirdEclogue, which Stephen often used to illustrate lectureshe English landscape:
Claudite iam rivos pueri, sat prata biberunt. He liked to translate this &ow close the suiceslads, for the meadows

have drunk their fill, which could hardly be more appropriate besides#ssonally flooding Derwent and as a comment
on the well-spent life of a committed Natural Higam and an unfailingly hospitable man.

Final eventsat Ellerton Priory, 2005

We are coming to the end of the most productiverangrding season we have had at Ellerton Priowyathsince the
restoration project began ten years ago. Thererdyetwo public events left, and we would like baththem to be a great
success, so please come along if you can, and exgiriends who do not know Ellerton to come alasgvell.

Saturday 3 September and Sunday 4™ September
A practicalWeekend Workshop in Creative Ceramics led by professional potter lan Howie, who willkal
about his own work and lead a basic course in jaateramic techniques, concentrating on handdimgl
lan’s website address is: www.ianhowie.co.Eke: £20 per persoBRlaces limited, early booking advised.
Booking: Phil Thomas, 13 South Parade, York YO2%1Bel: 01904 630097. E-mail: york@enterprise.net

Sunday 11" September: National Heritage Open Day
Church and churchyard open to visitors 10.30 am - 5.30 pm for National Heritage Open Days. This is our
biggest event of the year withtertaining guided toursat 11.00 am, 1.00 pm and 4.00 pm andDerwent
Valley guided naturewalks at 12.30 pm and 2.30 pm and we would love to welcome you for the day.
There will be stalls selling local produce, plagfi$t and Christmas cards, second-hand books dnestenents -
including excellent home-made cakes. There is ilémar parking available. We have comprehensivielg
books to the church and its stained glass, whielakso available in large-print versiofew thingsto seethis
year include a recently-installed jewel-like window the celebrated stained glass artist Alf Fisher,taed
design for another future window. This summer,c¢herch interior has been partly re-plastered amddded.
Bring a pic-nic, and eat it while you make friendish the lovelyHebridean sheep who graze our churchyard?
Please note that our splendid ‘sister’ church enitlage ofWarter near Pocklington will also be open on the
previous day, Saturday 1Geptember, if you would like to make a weekenil. of

Directions: Ellerton is 14 miles south-east of York, just off the B122&k-Howden road. The church is
the last building at the far end of the villagecess is via a grass path and two steps. Excellent
traditional village pub nearbWarter is on the B1246, 4 miles east of Pocklington. ‘€hHsran
ample village car park nearby. Access is vieopial grass path and two very shallow steps.
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